
Short Reflection on Luke 2: 1-20 

 Well despite all the restrictions and challenges we have made it to 

Christmas. So I wonder how Mary and particularly Joseph might have 

felt on that first Christmas.  

 In our gospel reading this morning we are told the story from the 

beginning of the journey.  Joseph, an older man, has to travel some 

considerable way with his young fiancée.  How worried and confused he 

must have been.  We are reminded that this is the first time that this 

order has been made.  Everyone must return to their birthplace to be 

registered.   

 Joseph is not rich and roads are not safe so travelling at any time 

would be dangerous. How much more so with a heavily pregnant Mary 

and hundreds, maybe even thousands of other people milling around, 

travelling in different directions all worrying what the authorities are 

doing and why.    

 Their progress is slow, perhaps they have to keep stopping for 

Mary to rest.  Would they be late, would they get into trouble?  We all 

know that by the time they get to Bethlehem the place is full.  It’s 

probably noisy, dirty, crowded and unpleasant.  Joseph might feel 

relieved that they arrive without a major mishap, but he is dealt another 

blow, there is nowhere for them to stay, not the kind of going home for 

Christmas with which we identify.   

 Mary is tired, emotional, anxious; how can Joseph make it all right.  

He runs around trying to find somewhere to sleep and they end up in a 

cattle shed with the animals.  In our nativity plays this is almost romantic 

but would you really want your loved one to give birth in a place full of 

animals and their faeces.  Mary gives birth and they wrap the baby 

Jesus in swaddling clothes and lay him in the manger, hopefully cleaned 

up with fresh straw in it. Is Joseph feeling proud, or relieved, or maybe 

both, maybe worried about how they are going to get home once they 

have been counted?   

 And then they receive their first visitors. Not the midwife, or the 

family, although presumably Joseph has family here. No their first 

visitors are shepherds who have seen angels in the sky telling them to 

rejoice and go and visit the Messiah.  Is Joseph a bit embarrassed to 

receive them in such humble conditions, or maybe because they are 



shepherds used to living for months on end in the fields with their sheep, 

it doesn’t matter.  

 What does matter is that Joseph has witnessed the most beautiful 

and awesome thing in his life, the birth of a baby, and a special one at 

that.  This baby is going to change the world, turn it upside down and 

bring hope to poor, power to the oppressed, joy to the sorrowful, 

strength to the weak.  This tiny baby changes our lives, turns our lives 

upside down if we let him into our hearts.  Once we do we too can 

change the world, we too can spread Gods message of peace, hope, joy 

and love.  I wish you a joyous Christmas filled with God’s blessings. 

Amen 


